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Czech mmary and Air Attaehe on the Situation in his Country

e

I0P/C - Robert A, Bauez&

Three weseks ago, my wife (born in Prague and Czech speaking) and I met

st a social function the then newly arrived Uzech Military and Air Attache,
Col. Miroslav Dvorak and his wife. Mrs., Dvorak does not speak English well
and asked my wife whether sha could help her register her daughter at the
merieanizatian School, Prospect Place, in the District.

-This was -\done ﬁhis morping and afterwards Mrs. Dvorak invited my wife for
coffes at her apartment where she was joined by the Colonel. He then
~ proceeded to volunteer the following information to my wife:

1. The Russians had a govermment seb up to step in and take over upon the
entrance of the cccupation troops. In view of the Czech resistance this

. goverrment never dared to take over. Half of the collaborators stayed in
Moscow, the other half are under heavy Rmasian guard 4n t.ha country hmne
of former President Novotny.

2. The Soviets now lmmz clearly that they were’ misled in their estimate of
the internal situation. The prime instigator of the sggression wes Ulbricht,
~« who is frg ghtened by the spread of the Ziiberal tendanc:iss in the East .

3. One of the greatas‘t; provocations to the Prague population was the
- opening of the headquarters of the Bast German occupation aubhorities in .

the former Petschek Bank, which gained infamy as the Gest&po headquarters
during the

4o The iﬁwsiaz aold:zers wore visibly stunned by the resistance they met,
. Polish units have been spread all over the country into secluded areas to
vavoid fre.tamizatian with the local population.,

5. Dubeck mg an injury on his forshead., The official axplamtion,
“*reatlx doubted, is that he bumped against a door. The editor-in-chief
i RUDE PRAVO sufrerecl & nervous breakdwn and is in e Prague hospital.

6. A1l Czech diplomats and fmweign carrespaudants have been advised by
their government that they can indefinitely postpone their home leave or
other pla.nne& visi‘hs hme. borders are closed to all foreigners.
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Cm. He ﬂe&’ﬁfhs that the Russians will invade Romenia or Yugoslavia 'in
‘view of the (zech experience. At the same time he is convinced that

the liberalization movement simply cannot be st.opped and will also in
- the long run make headway in the USSR.

8. He is exaeedingly pessimistic about the immediaste future. The Czech
leaders proclaim continously, Ythey must take measurss! of a "temporary
‘nature. This means that liberslization will resume one dey and the
Russisns cannot tolerate this, Also, violent student acts can be expected
any moment, Many newspaper editors have already chosen jobs in factories
rather than to publish censored newspapsrs. This will leave Prague with

a maximum of two newspapers. He is afraid that an explosion is inevitable -
and will lead to the harshest reprisals. Typical for the defiant attitude
of the Prague govermment is its request to the occupying powers for

 immediate negotiations on the exact dates of troop withdrawals and re-

' pmtion paymanﬁ for 6amages sui’fered by Czech citizena
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